
A Publication of the Fundamentals of the Bioscience Industry Program 

A L U M N I  N E T W O R K  N E W S  

Produced by:  

As a Student of the Program, I welcomed the opportunity to attend the 2009 NYBA Meeting.    

One of my first observations was how friendly and encouraging everyone was. I was fortunate to 

meet several highly-placed individuals in industry, as I joined a VP of an Institutional Technology 

Transfer Office for lunch one day, and a VP of a Pharmaceutical Company the next. During      

session breaks, I met and mingled with high-level biotech business executives and academics, 

post-docs and other graduate students. I was pleasantly surprised by how forthcoming everyone 

was about what they do, and giving advice about my career prospects. The panel discussions 

were very interesting, and I quickly realized how much I have gained from the Fundamentals 

program during the panel on Personalized Cancer Diagnostics when the discussion turned to the 

Regulatory Process for getting diagnostics approved by the FDA. I appreciated the fact that I  

actually understood a lot of terms that were used, including relevant concerns about costs and 

durations of clinical trials, and different methods for billing and reimbursement by insurance 

companies. 

Overall, the 2009 NYBA Meeting was a very enlightening experience for me, and I am truly grate-

ful to the Program for sponsoring my attendance to the meeting, allowing me to make important 

contacts, and giving me a feel for an important aspect of working in Industry. 

ALUMNI INSIDER: THE 18TH ANNUAL NYBA MEETING 

The New York Biotechnology Association (NYBA) held their         

18th Annual Meeting last April at the Marriott Marquis Hotel in         

Manhattan. Sponsored in part by the Center for Biotechnology, this 

year’s NYBA Meeting focused on partnerships between Big Pharma 

and Biotech during these tough economic times. Our fellow alumnus 

Banke Fagbemi offers her first-hand perspective on this conference. 

!ÄÅÂÁÎËÅ Ȱ"ÁÎËÅȱ &ÁÇÂÅÍÉ 

Information Sessions will be held 

at Manhattan and Long Island 

locations in August 2009 (Dates 

and venues to be confirmed).  

INFORMATIONAL 

SESSIONS  

SPREAD THE WORD! CALL FOR APPLICATIONS TO THE                       
2010 FUNDAMENTALS OF THE BIOSCIENCE INDUSTRY PROGRAM 

3Ï ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ ÍÁÄÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÉËÅ-minded 

ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÁÉÎÅÄ ÖÉÔÁÌ ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÂÉÏÓÃÉÅÎÃÅȣ 

Why not use your knowledge and influence as an Alumnus and 

recommend the Program to your colleagues? The Center for 

Biotechnology will soon be accepting applications for the 

2010 Fundamentals of the  Bioscience Industry Program. A 

limited number of partial merit-based scholarships are        

available for graduate student applicants. Deadline for           

applications is October 20, 2009. More information will be sent 

out via email. 

¶ Our best wishes to Gopal Gopinathrao (Fundamentals Class 2008) with his new job at the 

&$!Ȧ 'ÏÐÁÌ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄ Á ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 3ÔÁÆÆ &ÅÌÌÏ× ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ &$!ȭÓ Center for Food 

Security and Applied Nutrition (CFSAN). The CFSAN promotes public health and ensures that 

the US food supply remains safe, wholesome, and honestly labeled. Gopal will be working on 

ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÏÍÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÙ ÏÆ ÆÏÏÄ ÂÏÒÎÅ ÐÁÔÈÏÇÅÎÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #&3!.ȭÓ ,ÁÕÒÅÌ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÙ ÉÎ -ÁÒÙÌÁÎÄȢ  

¶ Congratulations to Jim Gettings ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÉÎÇ ÃÌÁÓÓȦ !ÓÉÄÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌÌÙ 

ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ &ÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ *ÉÍ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ 

Biomedical Engineering from Stony Brook University. Best of luck for your next step, Jim! 

¶ Stony Brook Alumnus Saathyaki Rajamani is doing an internship with the Pre-Therapeutic 

Target Discovery Group at Regeneron Pharmaceuticals in Tarrytown, NY. Regeneron is an 

integrated biopharmaceutical company that develops products for the treatment of serious 

medical conditions, and Saathyaki is developing 3D imaging platforms that will be used to 

evaluate drug candidates during pre-clinical trials. Keep up the good work, Saathyaki! 

ALUMNI NEWS AND NOTES 

CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2009! ISSUE 9, JUNE 2009 

The Alumni Network kicks off the new year to a great start with 

an expansion of its ranks, as 30 graduate students, postdoctoral 

fellows and  industry professionals successfully completed this 

ÙÅÁÒȭÓ &ÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÉÏÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ )ÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 

The Graduation Reception held at Stony Brook Manhattan  last 

June 12 allowed the new graduates to meet and mingle with  

fellow Alumni, Course Directors, and members of industry.    

Center for Biotechnology Associate Director Angeline Judex  

delivered the Opening Remarks and handed out Certificates of 

Completion. This was followed by an acknowledgement and 

presentation of Tokens of Appreciation to the Course Directors 

present, namely: John Hill, Larry Green, Marianna Savoca, and 

Tom Ippolito from Stony Brook; and Cliff Mintz from Manhattan.   

ANEC President Bryan Czyzewski also gave a brief introduction 

to the ANEC's goals this year and encouraged Alumni to         

continue their involvement and support for upcoming projects 

and events.   

Representatives from Nature Publishing Group Shelley Cohen 

ÁÎÄ $ÅÂÏÒÁÈ Ȱ$ÅÂȱ 0ÁÒËÅÒ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔȢ !Ó $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ 

Human Resources at Nature, Deb informed the attendees of 

prospects for PhDs in scientific journalism and promoted  

Naturejobs.com as a tool for future employment searches.   

The Reception ended on a high note and the celebration was 

continued at Vig27 Restaurant and Lounge. Pictures from the 

Reception and Vig27 were taken by Kate Posnanski, and can be 

viewed on the Fundamentals of the Bioscience Industry Alumni 

Network Group page on Facebook.  

Alumni Summer BBQ on July 10 

(Fri) @ Course Director Tom       

)ÐÐÏÌÉÔÏȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÉÎ (ÏÌÔÓÖÉÌÌÅȟ .9Ȣ 

Please RSVP through the Acteva 

invitation by July 6. Directions and 

ride sharing information will be made 

available online. 

The 2009 Life Sciences Summit 

will be held @ the Hyatt Regency 

Hotel in Hauppauge, NY on September 

23-24 (Wed & Thurs). Mark your 

calendars for this event sponsored by 

the Center for Biotechnology! 

Save the Date! The Holiday Party 

will be held on December 5 (Sat).   

Stay tuned for more information. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

We thank our Course Directors 

for their invaluable contributions 

to this year’s Program!    (L to R): 

John Hill, Larry Green, Cliff Mintz, 

Marianna Savoca, and Tom    

Ippolito. Not in the picture are 

Srini Pentyala and Mike Bielski 

(Stony Brook); Walter Mardis 

(Manhattan); and Patrick      

Connor and  Saied Tousi (Pall). 

Graduation Reception held at Stony Brook Manhattan 

Associate Director Angeline Judex 

delivers her Welcome Address. 

Ȱ) ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 

next generation as they    

pursue their paths through 

life is the best way to thank 

and honor those that have 

ÇÕÉÄÅÄ ÕÓȢȱ  

                                 Larry Green 

A r t i c l e  S u b m i s s i o n s ,  A l u m n i  U p d a t e s ,  J o b  P o s t i n g s ,  Q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  S u g g e s t i o n s ?  

S e n d  u s  a n  e m a i l  a t  a n e c . f b i @ g m a i l . c o m !  

Jenne Relucio (VP Communications and Public Relations) 

I am centrally involved in outreach and promotional activities for the Program and the Alumni 

Network. This year, we continue to advance our objectives through publishing the Alumni            

E-Zine, coordinating the Annual Call for applications, and updating the Alumni website and 

groups on LinkedIn and Facebook. Banke Fagbemi and Matt Engel will play crucial roles as  

Alumni Ambassadors for the Communications and Public Relations Committee. 

Danielle Wu (VP Industry Relations) 

I will continue to forge relationships between industry and the Alumni through professional   

networking events, as well as informal social gatherings. This year, our Industry Outreach      

Initiatives include involvement in the upcoming Life Sciences Summit and organizing the        

Fundamentals Annual Holiday Party.  

Mary Collins (VP Alumni Relations) 

Promoting continued interactions between Alumni is a key goal for the ANEC. Our Alumni      

Relations Initiatives this year include Social Events, recruitment of Alumni Ambassadors that will 

help coordinate university-based Outreach Programs, and targeting Alumni that are currently in 

ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÈÏ ×ÉÓÈ ÔÏ ȰÇÉÖÅ ÂÁÃËȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ  4ÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÓÕÐȤ

port of our goals to increase the value of the Alumni Network with potential opportunities to 

ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÆÙ ÅÁÃÈ ÁÌÕÍÎÕÓȭÓ ÎÅÔ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ ÐÒÏÍÉÎÅÎÔ ÃÏÌÌÅÁÇÕÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅÓȢ 
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ANEC 2009-2010 (L to R): Mary Collins, Bryan 

Czyzewski, Jenne Relucio, and Danielle Wu 

Bryan Czyzewski (President) 

As President, I develop and execute our 

objectives by coordinating with the VPs 

and Alumni Ambassadors. This year, I 

hope to foster new relationships        

between the ANEC and the biotech and 

Pharma communities in New York. We 

have already sparked dialogue between 

major biotechnology groups across the 

New York Metropolitan area and have 

formed an alliance with the NY Academy 

of Sciences. 

 

CHECK OUT THE ALUMNI 

GROUPS ONLINE!  

CLICK ON LINKS BELOW  

THE ALUMNI NETWORK IS NOW ON LINKEDIN AND FACEBOOK! 

,ÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ !.%# ÌÁÕÎÃÈÅÄ ÔÈÅ Alumni Group on LinkedIn, and 

membership continues to grow as more Alumni keep joining to 

stay updated on upcoming professional life sciences events 

sponsored by the Program and the Center for Biotechnology. 

This year, we have created an Alumni Network Group on     

Facebook. News and updates on upcoming Alumni Socials will 

be sent out through this group. Join us to keep in touch with old 

classmates, get to know and network with other Alumni, and 

receive regular updates on the next Social event! 

We are always on the lookout for creative self-starters who will work with us 

to accomplish Alumni goals! Become an Alumni Ambassador and cultivate 

relationships between alumni and bioscience professionals, while continuing 

to expand your own network through increased interaction with industry!       

To join any of the VP Committees, email us at anec.fbi@gmail.com. 
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